it forms the boundary between Sind and Baluchistan. Other important nais are the Malir from which the city of Karachi obtains its drinking-water supply, the Baran which supplies Kohistan, and the Gaj.
The only elevations deserving the name of mountains occur in the KiRTHAR range, which separates Sind from Baluchistan, and attains in places a height of about 7,000 feet above sea-level, sinking in the south to the Pab hills. The wild and rocky tract of KOHISTAN, in -the western portion of Karachi District, forms almost the only remaining exception to the general flatness of the province. Another offshoot of the Kirthar chain, however, known as the LAKHI range, extends in a barren mass eastward into the Kotri tdluka of Karachi District, presenting evident marks of volcanic origin in its hot springs and sulphurous exhalations. A few insignificant limestone ranges intersect the Indus valley, on one of which, known as the Ganjo hills, with an elevation of only 100 feet, stands the Talpur capital of Hyderabad. A second small chain, running in a north-westerly direction from the neighbourhood of Jaisalmer, attains towards the Indus a height of 150 feet, and forms the rocks on which are perched the towns of Rohri and Sukkur.
The plain country comprises a mixed tract of dry desert and alluvial plain. The finest and most productive region lies in the neighbourhood of Shikarpur and Larkana, where a long narrow island extends for 160 miles from north to south, enclosed on one side by the river Indus, and on the other by the Western Nara. Another great alluvial tract, with an average width of 70 or 80 miles, stretches eastward from the Indus to the Eastern Nara. The Indus is known to have frequently changed its course within historical times. Vestiges of ancient towns still stud the neighbourhood of the Rann of Cutch. Sandhills abound near the eastern border. Large tracts rendered sterile for want of irrigation also occur in many other parts of Sind.
The scenery of the province naturally lacks variety or grandeur, and its monotony renders it tame and uninteresting. Nothing can be more dreary to a stranger approaching the shore than the low and flat coast, entirely devoid of trees and shrubs. Even among the hills of Kohistan, where fine rocky scenery abounds, the charm of foliage is almost totally wanting. In the Thar and Parkar District, in the eastern portions of Khairpur State, and in the tdlukas of Rohri, Mirpur Mathelo, and Ubauro (Sukkur District), the Registan or desert tract consists of nothing but sandhills, many of which, however, derive picturesqueness from their bold outline, and are sometimes even fairly wooded. The several ranges of sandhills succeed one another like vast waves.
The alluvial strip which borders either bank of the Indus for a distance of 12 miles, though superior to every other part of Sind in